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August 11th, 2011 
 
 
Alabama Historical Commission 
Attention:  Elizabeth Ann Brown 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
 
 
 
RE:  AHC 02-1402 

Southland Resources, Inc. – Searles Mine No. 5 – Revision R-11 Project 
ASMC Permit No. P-3894 
 

 
County: Tuscaloosa Latitude: 33.3295 Longitude: -87.2987 
 
 
Dear Ms. Brown, 
 
We are in the process of applying for coal mining permit revision through the Alabama Surface 
Mining Commission for the area described below and would like to request comments from your 
office in order to proceed with this project.  
 
Southland Resources, Inc. has an existing mining operation in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. In 
order to accommodate its business expansion in Tuscaloosa County, Southland Resources wants 
to permit thirty two (32) acres at the project site as located in Section 5, Township 20 South, 
Range 7 West, on the Brookwood, Alabama U.S.G.S Quadrangle as found in Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama.  The proposed site location is shown on the attached 2000’ scale project area 
map attachment “B”. 
 
The project area consists of thirty two (32) acres all of which received a cultural resource study 
in August of 2011. In the study it states that no cultural resources were identified through the 
course of the study and that the project area should be cleared from further cultural resource 
investigation.  I have attached this study in attachment “C”. 
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Therefore, based on the information provided in the attached cultural resource study would you 
concur that the project activities will have no adverse effect on cultural resources eligible for or 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. However, should artifacts or archaeological 
features be encountered during the project activities, work will cease and you will be consulted 
immediately.  
 
I would like to thank you for your co-operation concerning this matter and would appreciate 
your comments at your earliest convenience. If you should have any questions or need additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
McGehee Engineering Corp. 
 
Kaylen Jones 
 
Kaylen Jones 
Project Manager,  
 
Enclosure: 

(A) Project Notification Summary 
(B) Project Area Map 
(C) Cultural Resource Study – August 2011 
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Project Notification Summary 
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   PROJECT NOTIFICATION & PROJECT SUMMARY 
   REQUEST FOR IDENTIFICATION OF THE AREAS OF SPECIAL CONCERN 

FOR A SURFACE OR UNDERGROUND MINING OPERATION 
 
 
Date: ____ August 11th, 2011 
 
 
Mining Company Name: __Southland Resources, Inc.       __ 
 
Return Address: ___P. O. Box 3431, Jasper, Alabama 35502-3431___ 
 
Return Fax Number: __(205) 221-7721__ 
 
 
Contact Person: __McGehee Engineering Corp., Kaylen Jones 
 
Project  Name: ___Searles Mine No. 5 – Revision R-11 
 
Number of Acres: ___32 Acres __ 
 
 
USGS Quad Sheet(s) on which the Mine occurs:    Brookwood       _ 
 
 
County: __Tuscaloosa County____ 
 
See Attached Map 
 
 
Current Landuse of Permit and Adjacent Areas:   
 
_Undeveloped/No current use___________________________ 
 
 
Dominant Vegetation Communities of Permit and Adjacent Areas:  
 
Virginia and Loblolly Pine, Fescue and other various grasses, weeds &_briars.  
 
Project:  
 
__          _    _Southland Resources, Inc. – Searles Mine No. 5 – Revision R-11 Project 
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Attachment “B” 
 

Project Area Map 2000 Scale 
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Attachment “C” 
 

Cultural Resource Study  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

A Phase I Cultural Resource Assessment 
For The Searles Mine No. 5, R-11 Area,  
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama 
 
 
 

Prepared For: 
 

McGehee Engineering, Corp.  
450 19th Street West 
Jasper, Alabama 35501 

 
Prepared By: 
 
PELA GeoEnvironmental 
P.O. Box 12 
Lauderdale, MS 39335 
 
August 3, 2011 
 
 
 
Terry L. Lolley, M.A., R.P.A. 
Archaeologist 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

In August 2011, PELA 
GeoEnvironmental, Inc. (PELA) 
conducted a cultural resource survey for 
Southland Resources, Inc.’s proposed 
Searles Mine No. 5, R-11 in Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama through McGehee 
Engineering, Corp.   The purpose of this 
investigation was to locate and 
document any prehistoric or historic 
archaeological resources present, and 
to obtain sufficient data about those 
resources to allow PELA to make any 
recommendations for avoidance or 
mitigation of adverse impacts to any 
sites from the proposed activities.      

 
The project area (Figure 1) is 

comprised of approximately 32 acres, 
with portions previously surveyed or 
sloped.  The survey was conducted in 
Section 5 of Township 20 South, Range 
7 West on the Brookwood (USGS 1983) 
topographic quadrangle.  Graphics 
documenting the present state of the 
area with regard to terrain, general flora, 
and previous land-use are provided 
within this report (Figures 2 through 4). 

 
Terry Lolley served as Principal 

Investigator for this project and 
conducted the fieldwork on August 1, 
2011.     

 
LITERATURE AND DOCUMENT 
SEARCH  
 
 Prior to the fieldwork, a 
background literature review was 
performed.  Neither the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nor 
the Alabama Tapestry lists any historic 
properties within the project area.  A 
1938 and 1950 (University of Alabama) 
aerial photograph of the Kellerman and 
Burchfield area indicated much of the 
area around Kellerman consisted of 
mining operations and related 
structures.  The land around Burchfield 
was partly cultivated with nearby smaller 

structures, likely residences.  By the 
1960 (University of Alabama) aerial 
photograph, more of the area around 
both locations was wooded and the 
larger structures were more difficult to 
discern, if they still existed at that time.      
 
 The 1934 (USGS) Searles 15 
minute topographic quadrangle 
indicates numerous structures in the 
Kellerman and Burchfield area just as 
the 1938 aerial photograph.  An earlier 
soil survey map (USDA 1911) illustrates 
a similar layout of structures with the 
majority along the roadsides in 
Kellerman and Burchfield.         
 
 The primary source of 
information for the research was the 
Alabama State Archaeological Site Files 
(ASASF) maintained at the University of 
Alabama’s Office of Archaeological 
Research at the Moundville 
Archaeological Park, Moundville, 
Alabama.   One site has been recorded 
north of the project area (Figure 1).  Site 
1Tu985 (Lolley 2002) was recorded as a 
circular pit or depression enclosed by a 
berm.  A brick wall spanned across the 
depression from east to west and to the 
south a concrete wall was present at the 
edge of the depression.  The concrete 
structure appeared to serve as a 
retaining wall since on the other side of 
a steep gorge was present in an 
opening in the berm.  Site 1TU985 was 
considered to represent the remains of 
some coal or soil storage area used 
during past mining operations.  The site 
was considered to be ineligible to the 
NRHP and is currently within a 
previously mined area.  A previous 
survey was also conducted north and 
west of the project area (Hollis 1998).  
This survey (Figure 1) consisted of 
approximately 413 acres with no 
recording of any cultural resources. 
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Figure 1.   Project Area and Survey Coverage (Brookwood 1983 USGS 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle).

500Negative Shovel Test
Road

Well Pad

Active Mine

  
    
 
   



Cultural Resource Services

Southland Resources, Searles Mine No. 5, R-11 (142400)   
 

 
                   

3

   Additional historical research 
was conducted by a review of the 
Directory of Underground Coal Mines in 
Alabama (DeJarnette 1986).  
DeJarnette (1986) listed three mines 
owned by the Central Coal Company 
that may have been within or near the 
project area.  
   
FIELD METHODS 
 

The project area lies within the 
Warrior Basin physiographic district of 
the Cumberland Plateau.  Land surface 
elevation for the project area ranges 
from 460 to 620 feet above mean sea 
level.  The project area is comprised of 
a sloped ridge adjacent to an existing 
mining operation. Pines are the 
dominant vegetation.  Roads traverse 
through portions of the project area 
leading to two well pad locations.   

 
Previous disturbances within and 

around the project area are from surface 
mining, road construction, and methane 
gas well pads.  Typical of the area, the 
ridges were generally eroded with large 
amounts of shale and sandstone on the 
ground surface.   

 
The Tuscaloosa County Soil 

Survey (Johnson 1981) indicated one 
primary soil types within the project 
area.  The Montevallo-Nauvoo 
association, steep is described as a 
well-drained soil on steep hillsides, 
narrow ridgetops, and drainageways.  
The surface layer consists of brown fine 
sandy loam approximately 15 
centimeters thick.  The subsurface layer 
is yellowish-brown sandy loam from 15 
to 43 centimeters below ground surface.  
The subsoil is yellowish-red sandy clay 
loam.  Due to the slope and hazard of 
erosion, the soils within this association 
are generally suited only for woodland 
use. 

 
The survey was conducted in 

accordance with procedural standards 

set by the Alabama Historical 
Commission. Land coverage 
requirements were achieved by 
physically walking and visually 
examining the project area.  Any roads 
and areas of ground surface exposure 
were visually examined for cultural 
material.   
 

A standard 30 meter interval 
transect pattern was employed where 
previous ground disturbance or slope 
did not preclude excavation (Figure 1).  
Shovel tests were excavated at 30 
meter intervals along any transects.  
Excavated shovel tests consisted of 
standard 30 centimeter (cm) diameter 
cylindrical holes excavated to the top of 
the underlying subsoil.  Shovel test soils 
were passed through a 1/4" wire mesh 
screen to recover any cultural materials, 
which may have been present.  A total 
of 13 transect shovel tests were 
excavated in the project area.       
 
LABORATORY METHODS AND 
COLLECTION CURATION 
  
 All project records and cultural 
material collected from cultural resource 
surveys are periodically transported for 
curation at the Office of Archaeological 
Research, Erskine Ramsay 
Archaeological Repository, at the 
University of Alabama Museums, 
Moundville. 
  
 SURVEY RESULTS AND 
EVALUATION 

 
 The survey was initiated in the 
northern portion of the project area.   
Two transects were traversed on the 
west side of the road on portions of the 
ridge that were not steeply sloped.  As 
the road was followed to the southwest, 
steep slope was traversed down and up 
to the next ridge.  A single shovel test 
was excavated at a fork in the road 
where no visible ground disturbance 
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was observed.  A methane well pad was 
situated to the northwest. 
 
 As the road continued to the 
south, the project area was too sloped 
to allow shovel testing until the road 
turned to the west across a narrow 
ridge.  Shovel tests were excavated on 
the north side of the road at the top of 
the slope until the western edge of the 
project area was reached. 
  

Shovel tests in the project area 
were shallow due to the soil 
characteristics and possible ground 
surface erosion.  A representative soil 
profile from this area consisted of 0-8 
centimeters of yellowish-brown 
(10YR5/4) sandy loam overlying 
yellowish-red (5YR4/6) clay subsoil.  No 
cultural material was recovered from the 
project area.  The presence of sloped 
terrain and the eroded nature of the 
ridges limited the possibilities of cultural 
material recovery.         
  
 A vehicular and pedestrian 
survey for standing structures indicated 
there were no standing structures within 
or adjacent to the project area (Figure 
1).   

 
     RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 This survey was conducted by 
PELA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. (PELA) 
for Southland Resources, Inc. through 
McGehee Engineering Corp. in 
compliance with Federal and State 
regulations.  Based on the field methods 
employed, no cultural resources were 
recorded through the course of the field 
investigation.    It is PELA’s opinion that 
the project area should be cleared from 
further cultural resource investigations. 
 

There is always the possibility of 
undetected cultural resources such as 
graves and other features not identified 
through standard survey methods.  If 
any potential cultural features are 
revealed through the course of 
development of the project area, an 
archaeologist should be contacted to 
ascertain the nature of these features 
before development continues. 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2.  General View of the Wooded Portion of the Project Area. 



Cultural Resource Services

Southland Resources, Searles Mine No. 5, R-11 (142400)   
 

 
                   

5

 
 

 
Figure 3.  View of the Road as the Terrain Slopes from Ridge to Ridge. 

 
 

 
Figure 4.  View Along the Roadside in the Western Portion of the Project Area. 
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