United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1208-B Main Street
Daphne. Alabama 36526

IN REPLY REFER TO

2014-1-0408 MAY 0 1 201

Ms. Amber Tubbs

McGehee Engineering Corp.
P.O. Box 3431

450 19" Street

Jasper, AL 35502-3431

Dear Ms. Tubbs:

Thank you for your March 7, 2014, letter, and follow-up emails from Stephen Blankenship on
April 23 and April 28, 2014, requesting our concurrence that a proposed mining permit for Alden
Resources, LLC’s Kimberly Mine in Jefferson County will have no adverse effects on any
endangered and threatened species. The proposed permit area will encompass 221 acres at
approximately 33°47° 14” N and 86° 50’ 29” W, and is bordered on the north and west by Locust
Fork. We are providing the following response in accordance with the Endangered Species Act
of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) (ESA).

Endangered, Threatened, Proposed, and Candidate Species

We have determined that the following federally listed, proposed, and candidate species may
occur within the proposed project area. In addition, the Locust Fork main stem from U.S.
Highway 78 upstream to its confluence with the Little Warrior River is designated as critical
habitat (CH) for six of these species:

Alabama moccasinshell, Medionidus acutissimus - Threatened (CH)
Black Warrior waterdog, Necturus alabamensis - Candidate

Cahaba shiner, Notropis cahabae - Endangered

Dark pigtoe, Pleurobema furvum - Endangered (CH)

Flattened musk turtle, Sternotherus depressus - Threatened

Gray bat, Myotis grisescens - Endangered

Indiana bat, Myotis sodalis - Endangered

Northern long-eared bat, Myotis septentrionalis - Proposed Endangered
Orange-nacre mucket, Hamiota (=Lampsilis) perovalis - Threatened (CH)
Ovate clubshell, Pleurobema perovatum - Endangered (CH)

Plicate rocksnail, Leptoxis plicata - Endangered

Rush darter, Etheostoma phytophylum - Endangered

Triangular kidneyshell, Prychobranchus greenii - Endangered (CH)
Upland combshell, Epioblasma metastriata - Endangered (CH)

PHONE: 251-441-5181 FAX: 251-441-6222



Ms. Amber Tubbs 2

According to the information provided in your letter and in Stephen Blankenship’s April 23,
2014, e-mail, to minimize direct and indirect impacts to the aquatic species listed above, Alden
Resources, LLC, intends to leave at least a 100-foot vegetated buffer zone between the nearest
portion of the Kimberly Mine project boundary and Locust Fork. In addition, at least 8 sediment
basins will be constructed and maintained to filter the drainage leaving the site. No perennial,
intermittent, or ephemeral streams are to be impacted by the proposed mining operation,
according to the information and revised maps submitted by Stephen Blankenship on April 23.
You also confirmed that Alden Resources, LLC, will adhere to the Alabama Surface Mining
Commission Administrative Code, Chapter 880-X-10C, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
SURFACE MINING ACTIVITIES.

All approved BMP structures will be inspected within 24 hours of each significant rainfall event
and immediate corrective action will be taken if erosion or soil runoff is observed. Alden
Resources, LLC, will re-vegetate all disturbed areas that are not being actively mined.

The 100-foot buffer zone separating the proposed mining area from Locust Fork is the only area
on the proposed project site that contains suitable summer habitat for the Indiana bat (Myotis
sodalis), gray bat (Myotis grisescens), and northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis),
according to information contained in the March 6, 2014, biological survey and habitat
assessment prepared by Conservation Services of Alabama (CSA). No caves or karst features
were documented (CSA 2014).

Summary

We have reviewed the information provided in your letter and our files and concur with your
conclusion that the proposed action is not likely to adversely affect endangered and threatened
species. In view of this, we believe that requirements of section 7 of the ESA have been
satisfied. However, obligations under section 7 of the ESA must be reconsidered if: (1) new
information reveals impacts of this identified action that may affect listed species or critical
habitat in a manner that was not previously considered; (2) this action is subsequently modified in
a manner not previously considered in this assessment; or, (3) a new species is listed or critical
habitat determined that may be affected by the identified action.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Ms. Karen Marlowe of
my staff at (205) 726-2667. Please use the reference number located at the top of this letter in
future phone calls or written correspondence.

Sincerely,

la,h(ix___\

Dan Everson
Deputy Field Supervisor
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
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cc: USACE, Birmingham, AL
ADEM, Montgomery, AL
ADCNR, Montgomery, AL
EPA, Region 4, Atlanta, GA
ASMC, Jasper, AL

Reference:
Conservation Services of Alabama, LLC. 2014. Biological survey and habitat assessment for the

Indiana bat for Alden Resources LLC — Kimberly Mine & McGehee Engineering, Jasper,
Alabama. 24 pp.
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